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Today’s Presentation 
• Why is there a Federal Office of Rural 

Health Policy? 
 
• Rural health issues 
  
• Dialogue with you 



The View From the Window 



The Federal Office of Rural 
Health Policy 

• Part of the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) 

• Voice for Rural Health 
• Policy and Research Role 
• Review HHS Regulations 
• Administer Grant Programs 
• Provide Technical Assistance 

 



Federal Office of Rural Health Policy 2015 Budget 
Rural Health Policy Development $9.3 million 

Rural Health Outreach Program $59 million 

Rural & Community Access to Emergency Devices $4.5 million 

Rural Hospital Flexibility Grants $40.5 million 

State Offices of Rural Health $9.4 million 

Radiation Exposure & Screening $1.8 million 

Black Lung Clinics $6.7 million 

Telehealth $13.9 million 

Total $143.9 million 



Expanding the Rural Evidence Base 

Workforce Recruitment and Retention 

Telehealth and Health IT Integration 

Cross-Governmental Collaboration 

The President’s  
Improving Rural Health 

Care Initiative 

Driving Influences for FY 2016 



Rural  
Population 

Health 
as an Aligning Focus 

A Common Goal Across All FORHP 
Grant Programs 

 

Can Help 
Address 

Long-
Standing 

Disparities 

Key Step in 
Moving 
Toward 

Measuring 
Outcomes 



Where is the rural United States? 



Land Area versus Population 
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Challenges Affecting Rural Health 

• Economy based on self-employment and small businesses 
• Dependence on public health insurance plans 
• Stressed health care delivery system 
• Workforce shortages 
• Aging rural population 
• Sicker, more at-risk population 
• Need for preventive care, health and wellness resources 
• Lack of mental health services 
• Increasing technology dependence 
• Effective emergency medical services 

 



Key Rural Health Issues 

• Workforce 
• Availability and training 

 
• Access 

• Low volumes and long distances 
 



Active 1-2 RTTs 
1-2 like RTTs 

Workforce Assistance 

• National Health 
Service Corps 

• Rural Training 
Tracks 

• Allied Health  
• Health IT 

 



How FORHP Programs Support Rural Hospitals 
 
 Finance &  

Quality 

Policy  

Technical 
Assistance 

Special 
Projects/Grants 

 Flex 
 SHIP 
 Small Health Care 

Provider QI 

 State Office of Rural 
Health 

 Technical Assistance 
& Services Center 

 Rural Assistance 
Center 

 RHC TA Series 
 Rural Health Value 

and Rural Hospital 
Transitions  

 Regulation Review 
 Research and 

Analysis 
 Flex Monitoring Team 
 National Advisory 

Committee on Rural 
Health & Human 
Services 

 ACA Outreach and 
Enrollment 

 Outreach, Network and 
Quality Grants 

 Telehealth Networks 



Resources for Rural 
Organizations  



http://www.ruralhealth.hrsa.gov  

http://www.ruralhealth.hrsa.gov/
http://www.ruralhealth.hrsa.gov/


 
 

National Health Service Corps 
• www.NHSC.hrsa.gov   
• Facebook.com/NationalHealthServiceCorps 
• Twitter.com/NHSCorps 

 

NURSE Corps 
• www.hrsa.gov/loanscholarships/nursecorps/  
• Facebook.com/HRSANURSECorps 

 
 
 

http://www.nhsc.hrsa.gov/
http://www.hrsa.gov/loanscholarships/nursecorps/


 
  
 
 

Web-Based Services, Electronic Updates:   http://www.raconline.org 

http://www.raconline.org/
http://www.raconline.org/
http://www.raconline.org/


www.ruralhealthvalue.org  

http://www.ruralhealthvalue.org/


Rural Health Research Gateway 

http://www.ruralhealthresearch.org  

http://www.ruralhealthresearch.org/


National Organization of  
State Offices of Rural Health 

 

http://www.nosorh.org  
  
 
 

http://www.nosorh.org/


The National Cooperative of Health Networks 
 

http://www.nchn.org   

http://www.nchn.org/


Contact Information 
Sarah Young, MPH 

 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
Health Resources & Services Administration 

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy 
 

syoung2@hrsa.gov 
 

www.hrsa.gov/ruralhealth 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:dmareck@hrsa.gov
mailto:dmareck@hrsa.gov
mailto:dmareck@hrsa.gov
http://www.hrsa.gov/ruralhealth


Additional Rural Health 
Resources 



How to be a Grant Reviewer 
• ORHP has multiple grant program 

reviews each year 
 
• We need reviewers with rural 

experience to be a part of our 
Objective Review Committee 
panels 

 
• You must register to be a 

reviewer: 
http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/reviewers/ 
 
• Indicate “rural health” as one of 

your specialties in the background 
information 
 
 

http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/reviewers/
http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/reviewers/


 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/rural-council 
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/rural-council
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/rural-council
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/rural-council
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/rural-council


Policy Resources 

http://www.hrsa.gov/advisorycommittees/rural/publications/index.html  

The National Advisory Committee  
on Rural Health & Human Services 

• Policy Briefs and 
Recommendations Available 
online 

http://www.hrsa.gov/advisorycommittees/rural/publications/index.html
http://www.hrsa.gov/advisorycommittees/rural/publications/index.html


Flex Monitoring Team 

Studies and Data 
on Critical 
Access Hospital 
Issues and State 
Flex Programs 

http://www.flexmonitoring.org/data/state-level-data/  

http://www.flexmonitoring.org/data/state-level-data/
http://www.flexmonitoring.org/data/state-level-data/
http://www.flexmonitoring.org/data/state-level-data/
http://www.flexmonitoring.org/data/state-level-data/
http://www.flexmonitoring.org/data/state-level-data/
http://www.flexmonitoring.org/data/state-level-data/


Rural Health Clinic  
Technical Assistance Series 

• ORHP funded through the National 
Association of Rural Health Clinics 

 

• Listserv 
o Exchange info, ask questions 
o Sign up at http://narhc.org/resources/listserve-ta-calls/  
 

• Conference Calls 
o 6 per year on range of topics 

o Sign up and review previous calls at 
http://www.hrsa.gov/ruralhealth/policy/confcall/index.html  

 

http://narhc.org/resources/listserve-ta-calls/
http://narhc.org/resources/listserve-ta-calls/
http://narhc.org/resources/listserve-ta-calls/
http://narhc.org/resources/listserve-ta-calls/
http://narhc.org/resources/listserve-ta-calls/
http://narhc.org/resources/listserve-ta-calls/
http://www.hrsa.gov/ruralhealth/policy/confcall/index.html
http://www.hrsa.gov/ruralhealth/policy/confcall/index.html


NQF Rural Health Project   
To provide multistakeholder information and guidance on 
performance measurement issues for rural providers, 
including: 

 Critical Access Hospitals Rural Health Clinics Community 
Health Centers (CHCs) 

 Small rural hospitals 
 Small rural clinician practices 
 Final report: http://www.qualityforum.org/Rural_Health.aspx  

 

http://www.qualityforum.org/Rural_Health.aspx


Rural Recruitment & Retention Network 

https://www.3rnet.org  

 

https://www.3rnet.org/


National Center for Frontier Communities 
 

http://www.frontierus.org   

http://www.frontierus.org/


National Rural Health Resource Center  
&  

Technical Assistance and Services Center 
 

http://www.ruralcenter.org  

  
 
 

http://www.ruralcenter.org/


Georgia Health Policy Center 
• Technical Assistance contractor for the Rural Health Care 

Services Outreach Program, Delta State Rural 
Development Network Grant Program, and Rural Health 
Network Development Program grantees 

 

• Technical Assistance supports grantees with strategic 
planning, evaluation, consortium and network 
development, program implementation, and sustainability 

 

• Focus on peer-to-peer connections and learning 
 

• Technical assistance delivered through monthly contacts, 
site visits, e-learning, and webinars 

 

• Tools, resources, and e-learning modules available at 
www.ruralhealthlink.org  

 

 

http://www.ruralhealthlink.org/


Agrisafe 
 

http://www.agrisafe.org  

http://www.agrisafe.org/


 
National Center for Rural Health Works 

http://ruralhealthworks.org   

http://ruralhealthworks.org/


 

http://www.telehealthresourcecenters.org/


USDA’s Distance Learning and 
Telemedicine Program 
 

• Funds Telehealth Equipment 
 
 

 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants  

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants


Telehealth, Health Information 
Exchange & Broadband 

Both Provide Support for Improving Access to Affordable 
Broadband Services 
 

Two Key Federal Programs 

• FCC’s Healthcare Connect 
• Revised program 
• http://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/rural-health-care  

• USDA Broadband 
• Annual program 
• http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/RUSTelecomPrograms.html  

http://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/rural-health-care
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/RUSTelecomPrograms.html
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