Delta Regional Authority’s policy on issuing National Interest Waiver Support Letters
DRA will accept applications for National Interest Waiver (NIW) support letters from physicians who were granted J1 waivers through the DRA J1 waiver program or those physicians submitting an application to the DRA J1 program.  DRA will make a decision on issuing a support letter upon receipt and review of the following:
Documents required for NIW support letter requested in conjunction with a J1 waiver
1. An executed employment contract between the physician and his/her employer, which commits the physician to five years of service in a DRA underserved county or parish.  
2. A statement from the physician’s employer committing support for the physician’s NIW, which should be in the Employer Cover Letter.
3. A short testimonial from the physician expressing his/her reason for pursuing an NIW, which should be expressed in the physician statement.
4. A letter of opinion from a legal counsel stating “to the best of their knowledge, the information in the application is truthful, and that he/she believes the applicant is eligible for a NIW”; this should be stated in the original letter of opinion.
Documents required for NIW support letter requested after waiver has been granted

1. An executed employment contract between the physician and his/her employer which commits the physician to two or more additional years of service in a DRA underserved county or parish.  Self-employed physicians must present an affidavit committing him/her to two or more additional years of service.
2. A statement from the physician’s employer committing support for the physician’s NIW.  

3. A short testimonial from the physician expressing his/her reason for pursuing an NIW.

4. A letter of opinion from a legal counsel stating “to the best of their knowledge the information in the application is truthful, and that he/she believes the applicant is eligible for a NIW.”
